
   

In the grammar portion of our classes, we 

will begin new sentence patterns and intro-

duce direct objects, indirect objects, and prin-

cipal parts of verbs. This part of the grammar 

program is greatly accelerated, so students 

should be bringing books home to study more 

often. 

Our group debate units are just initiating, 

and they will continue to the middle of No-

vember.   Due date calendars have been post-

ed for most classes  and also emailed. Since 

these will be group projects, expect that there 

will be homework that needs to be completed 

on most days.  After Thanksgiving  break, we 

will be beginning  fiction essays. 

Homework assignments and due dates for 

projects are continuously updated on the 

school website and Google Classroom.  

Tutoring will be starting for students who are 

showing need based on classroom perfor-

mance.  This will be by invitation and will be 

held from 3:30-4:00 P.M. on Tuesdays.   

Writing and Grammar 

to the complex differences 

between capitalism & com-

munism—as well as discover-

ing Mao Zedong’s contribu-

tions to China as a com-

munist dictator (Great Fam-

ine and Cultural Revolution). 

Students will be well versed 

in the subtle and obtuse dif-

ferences between com-

munism under Mao and the 

communist state of China 

today.  

WWI will be our main focus 

throughout the month of 

November. Students will 

grasp the events that caused 

the Great War, the situations 

that propelled the U.S. into 

involvement in this overseas 

conflict, and the battles that 

defined this as the “War to 

End All Wars.” Students will 

also be completing a Trading 

Card Project—information 

will be detailed in a rubric 

sent home before Thanksgiv-

ing Break. We will also take 

time to commemorate the 

100th Anniversary of the 

WWI Armistice (Veteran’s 

Day) on November 11th.  

The People’s Republic of Chi-

na is the current unit 8th 

grade is learning about. 

Along with an exploration of 

China’s ancient history (the 

Great Wall and Terracotta 

Warriors) we will be diving in 

Co lo rado  Spr i ngs  Char te r  Academy  

Social Studies 

Important Dates 

Progress Reports Sent 

Home 

Date: 11/9/2018 

 

Book Fair 

Date:  11/5-11/9/2018 

 

Thanksgiving Break  

Date:  11/19-11/23/2018 

 

Progress Reports Sent 

Home 

Date: 11/30/2018 
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Math 

Advanced Math 

8th Grade 

For the month of November we 

will practice graphing transfor-

mations such as translations, 

rotations, reflections, and dila-

tions.  We will also learn about 

the laws of exponents, solving 

proportions and ratio word 

problems, and the circumfer-

ence and area of circles.  Math 

tutoring is every Wednesday 

from 3:30- 4:00.   

7th Grade 

For the month of November 

students will learn about opera-

tions with integers, and solve 

word problems using inte-

gers.  Additionally, students will 

learn all about inequalities, in-

cluding writing, graphing, and 

solving two-step inequali-

ties.  Math tutoring is held 

Wednesdays from 3:30- 4 pm. 

.  7th Grade Advanced Math 

– Pre-algebra 

For the month of November, 

we will continue working on 

concepts in Pre-Algebra, 

including graphing func-

tions, slope-intercept equa-

tion of a line, solving multi-

step problems, using unit 

multipliers to convert 

measures, and working with 

scientific notation, negative 

exponents, and percents.   

We will also explore some 

more Geometry, including 

graphing transformations, 

angle relationships, and area 

of a parallelogram.  We will 

be doing more with the gra-

phing calculator as we start 

to graph functions.  We will 

also be exploring some real-

world application problems, 

as they relate to the curricu-

lum.  As our year progresses, 

I will try my best to make 

sure that my Pre-Algebra 

students do not have too 

much math homework, as 

they have homework in oth-

er classes as well.  However, 

it is imperative that each 

student does their best to try 

every problem, and ask 

questions in class, if they do 

not understand!   

8th Grade Advanced Math - 

Algebra    

For the month of November, 

we will continue our Algebra 

I course by exploring the 

following topics:  simplifying 

rational and irrational ex-

pressions, finding equations 

of lines and graphing lines, 

graphing inequalities, work-

ing with polynomials, solv-

ing systems of linear equa-

tions by graphing, and ex-

ploring Box-and-Whisker 

plots.  We will be using the 

graphing calculator to graph 

linear functions, to solve 

Real-World Application 

Problems involving linear 

functions, and to plot Box-

and-Whisker Plots.  As our 

curriculum progresses, I will 

 

try to make sure my Algebra 

students do not have too 

many problems to do for 

homework, as many prob-

lems can be complex, and 

take longer to solve.  Howev-

er, it is imperative that each 

student does their best to try 

every problem, and ask 

questions in class, if they do 

not understand!   
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Literature 

Science 

Greetings! This month in 7th 

grade Literature, we will be 

reading Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 

by Robert Louis Stevenson. We 

will be continuing to study the 

different elements of fiction, and 

we will begin reading Tom Saw-

yer at the end of the month. In 

Spelling, our weekly vocabulary 

will continue to increase every 

few weeks. 

In 8th grade Literature, we will 

be reading The Good Earth by 

Pearl S. Buck. The students will 

then begin reading short stories 

at the end of the month. In 

Spelling, our weekly vocabulary 

will continue to increase every 

few weeks. 

To the CSCA Community,  

Thanks for reading! October 

flew as we got into the lab 

and continued getting into 

routine with journal warm 

ups and notes. We have also 

continued thinking about 

what it takes to create a good 

science fair project, and will 

be aiming to complete draft 

proposals by the end of 

month! Be on the lookout for 

information on Science Fair 

in Friday folders. Thank you 

in advance for reading and 

signing all safety and partici-

pation information consent 

forms. Please feel free to 

contact me if you have any 

questions or concerns.  

7th Grade 

It has been fun to learn 

about states of matter given 

all of the various weather 

we’ve had later.  Students 

were able to explore these 

state transitions in the final 

assessment where they wrote 

and illustrated the life story 

of an element or molecule. 

We will tie together what 

we’ve learned thus far to 

prepare for our next unit. 

The students have already 

asked many questions and 

look forward to starting cell 

division and genetics this 

month! 

8th Grade 

Now that we have learned 

about density and buoyancy, 

we are applying the concepts 

to build ‘boats’ to see how 

 

much cargo they can carry 

before sinking. We will wrap 

that up this early in Novem-

ber and then move on to 

explore concepts on energy 

and power, examining types 

of power and how energy 

transforms.  
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Middle School Teachers 

Jeff Bloodworth 

Grammar/Writing 

jbloodworth@cscharter.org 

636-2722 ext. 305 

 

Laura Flax 

Math 

lflax@cscharter.org 

636-2722 ext. 304 

 

Kali Moon 

Science 

kmoon@cscharter.org 

636-2722 ext. 310 

 

Kristen Ross 

Social Studies 

kross@cscharter.org 

636-2722 ext. 303 

 

Cindy Welsch  

Advanced Math 

cwelsch@cscharter.org  

636-2722 ext. 309 

 

Kyle Wilson 

Literature/Spelling 

kwilson@cscharter.org 

636-2722 ext. 302 

Absences 

Parents and Guardians:  Please make sure in the event of absences or arriving late that you 

notify the main office.  We are not able to keep accurate attendance if only the homeroom 

teacher is notified. 

Make-Up Work 

Families requesting work for extended absences that are not prearranged should contact class-

room teachers directly and can expect work to be ready at the end of the next school day of the 

request. i.e. Student is absent Tuesday and family expects student to be out Wednesday and 

Thursday. The family calls the classroom teacher on Tuesday for make-up work, the work will be 

ready Wednesday at the Middle School front desk after school. 

2577 N. Chelton Road 

Colorado Springs, CO 80909 

Phone:719) 636-2722  

Fax: (719) 636-2726 

We kindle enthusiasm to craft 

bold and effective citizen-

scholars 

COLORADO SPRINGS CHARTER 

ACADEMY 


